BIRTH OF FRENCH SOCIETY  AND  STATE

done in earlier days; they were both judges and administrators,
and also levied pecuniary contributions, but unlike the counts,
who had become hereditary, they remained mere officials whom
the king appointed or removed at will. Louis IX raised the pres-
tige of the royal family by his valour, honour, and piety, which
caused him to be officially recognized as a saint; he forbade the
judicial duel within his domain, as being contrary to justice. By
the end of the thirteenth century the king of France had become
the most powerful sovereign in Europe.

^ Affairs had now become too complicated to be decided by the
king's court (curia regis), which acted as his council. During the
thirteenth century agents charged with special functions became
detached from the court and were organized into separate bodies,
each retaining the name of court: the cour des comptes, which audited
the accounts of the agents of the domain, and the court of the
Parliament, whose function it was to administer justice and to
which St. Louis handed over his palace on tho lie de la Cite*,
which took the name of Palais dc Justice, still in use to-day.
The members of these courts continued to be called by the name
of counsellors (conseilhrs), which they still bear.
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